
Greetings,	 Legionnaires,	 American	 Legion	
Auxiliary	 (ALA),	Sons	of	 the	American	Legion	
(SAL),	 American	 Legion	 Riders	 (ALR),	 and	
family	members.	 	What	a	great	year	we	are	
having	here	at	Bernard	L.	Tobin	Post	128!	
Congratulations	to	our	very	own	and	newly	

elected	Department	of	Maryland	State	
Commander	David	J.	Johnson.	May	you	have	a	successful	year	
as	we	enter	into	our	100th	anniversary	as	the	largest	veterans’	
organization	 serving	 our	 veterans	 and	 their	 families.	 	 I	 am	
looking	 forward	 working	 with	 you	 as	 our	 Department	
Commander	 as	 well	 as	 all	 of	 our	 Department,	 Northern	
Central	District,	and	County	Officers	 in	promoting	this	GREAT	
organization.	
We	are	doing	something	different	this	year.	 	We	are	joining	

forces	with	the	Auxiliary	Unit	128	and	Squadron	128	to	recruit	
as	 a	 Legion	 family.	 	 I	 am	asking	 for	 volunteers	 to	work	on	 a	
membership	 committee,	 along	 with	 Legion	 1st	 Vice	
Commander	 Michael	 Armijo,	 Auxiliary	 Vice	 Commander	 Kim	
Werner,	and	Sons	of	The	American	Legion	1st	Vice	Commander	
Rick	 Bruno	 to	 help	 promote	 the	 Legion	 Family.	 	 This	
committee	 will	 focus	 on	 recruitment,	 	 retention,	 and	
promotion.	 	 This	 will	 not	 only	 ensure	 that	 we	 boost	 our	
membership	numbers	to	guarantee	that	the	Bernard	L.	Tobin	
Legion	 Family	makes	 its	 100%	plus	 goal,	 but	 it	will	 also	 help	
bring	younger	members	and	their	 families	 into	The	American	
Legion	and	The	Department	of	Maryland.		

continued	on	Page	2	

Our	new	Legion	year	is	rolling	right	along		
at	a	very	fast	pace	as	of	this	writing	we	are		
at	54%	of	our	goal	for	the	Legion	Year	2019.	
This	year	the	Dept.	of	MD	has	almost	

mandated	that	all	renewals	and	new	membership	transmittals			
be	submitted	by	computer,	so	be	patient	as	I	am	learning	the		
process.	 This	 process	 provides	 a	 faster	 way	 to	 get	 our					
membership	 numbers	 to	 National	 HQ.	 and	 as	 always		
membership	means	power.	 	 In	Congress,	 the	more	members	

we	 sign	 up	 the	more	 clout	 The	 American	 Legion	 has	 to	 deal	
with	Veterans	Benefits	for	us	all.		At	our	Aug.	meeting	the	Unit	
and	the	S.A.L.	Squadron	were	invited	to	attend,	I	have	been	a	
member	 of	 the	 American	 Legion	 for	 50	 years	 and	 this	was	 a	
first	for	me.		It	was	a	very	productive	meeting	and	Commander	
Dave	is	going	to	have	more	of	them	in	the	future.	
	

In	closing	I	hope	everyone	is	in	good	health	and	doing	O.K.	
	

Bob	Hanson,	Adjutant	
	
	

from the!
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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
Greetings	Ladies,	
First	 let	 me	 thank	 you	 for	 giving	 me	 the	

opportunity	 to	 once	 again	 serve	 you	 as	
President	 of	 the	 American	 Legion	 Auxiliary	
for	 the	 year	 2018-	 2019.	 	 I'm	 excited	 and	
looking	forward	to	accomplishing	great	goals	
for	our	Veterans,	Children	&	Youth,	

Community	and	our	family	of	the	American	Legion.	 	We	are	a	
unique	group	of	women	who	love	our	country	and	I	know	if	we	
work	together	as	a	team	we	will	accomplish	great	things.	
Speaking	about	accomplishments	I	am	proud	to	say	 	that	at	

our	 Department	 	 of	 Maryland	 	 Convention	 	 in	 Ocean	 City	
Maryland	 our	 Auxiliary	 	 won	 5	 Awards.	 	 This	 is	 a	 great	
accomplishment	 as	we	 are	 competing	 against	 all	 the	 units	 in	
the	 State	 of	Maryland.	 	 To	 top	 that	 off	 we	won	 6	 1st	 Place	
Awards	in	our	own	Northern	Central	District.		Needless	to	say	I	
am	proud	of	 	all	you	Ladies	who	donate	your	time	in	order	to	
make	 our	 Auxiliary	 a	 success.	 	 Keep	 track	 of	 your	 volunteer	
hours	and	we	will	make	this	year	and	the	even	greater	success.	
	 We	 have	 several	 planned	 fundraisers	 for	 this	 upcoming	

year,	dates	to	be	announced.	Once	a	month	we	will	be	raffling	
off	 a	 Basket	 in	 the	 Lounge	 to	 help	 our	 Legion	 with	 the	
scheduled	 improvements.	 As	 always	 our	 main	 fundraiser	
comes	by	our	weekly	Bingo.	The	money	generated	from	Bingo	
makes	sure	that	we	can	take	care	of	our	Veterans,	Children	&	
Youth,	 and	our	Community.	 	Once	again	 I	want	 to	 give	 a	big	
thank	you	to	Vicky	and	her	Ladies	who	run	this	Bingo	and	

	continued	on	Page	3	
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As	 we	 did	 last	 year,	 we	 will	 be	 conducting	 a	 Post	
Revitalization	 in	 early	 October	 in	 hopes	 of	 transferring	 Post	
297	 members	 into	 the	 Post.	 	 If	 you	 are	 interested	 in	
volunteering	 to	 support	 this	 event,	 please	 contact	 me,	 1st	
Vice	Commander	Michael	Armijo,	or	our	Post	Adjutant	Robert	
Hanson.		
In	 addition	 to	 this	membership	 drive,	 the	 plan	 is	 to	work	

together	 and	 come	 up	 with	 ideas	 for	 the	 Department	
Commander,	 Department	 Auxiliary	 President,	 and	
Detachment	Commander	Projects.		The	goal	is	that	at	the	end	
of	the	year	we	can	present	a	check	as	a	Post	for	each	of	their	
projects	at	next	year’s	Department	convention.	
Looking	forward,	here	are	some	key	dates:	 	September	will	

bring	the	first	step	of	renovating	our	building	by	replacing	our	
current	 roof	 with	 a	 brand	 new	 roof	 at	 a	 cost	 of	 just	 over	
$28,000.00.	 	On	 Thursday,	October	 18,	 2018	 from	11AM	 to	
3PM,	we	are	hosting	Johns	Hopkins	Family	Health	Day.		This	is	
open	to	all	retired	and	active	duty	military	members	and	their	
families	to	brief	them	on	the	changes	within	the	new	health	
care	 system.	 Saturday,	 October	 27,	 2018	 we	 will	 be	 having	
our	“Early	Bird”	Dinner/Dance	with	music	by	“Days	of	Vinyl”.		
So	make	 sure	 to	 renew	 your	 Legion	 or	 SAL	membership	 by	
Monday,	October	15th	to	qualify.	
For	 those	 of	 you	who	 visit	 our	 lounge,	 I’m	 sure	 you	 have	

noticed	 some	 new	 faces.	 	 Please	 welcome	 our	 newest	
members	 to	 the	 Bernard	 L.	 Tobin	 staff:	 bartenders	 Megan	
Rowe,	 Diana	 Aponte,	 bartender/cook	 Rachael	 Keiner,	 and	
cook	Denny	 Jones,	 all	 of	whom	are	 here	 to	 help	make	 your	
time	at	 our	post	 even	more	enjoyable.	 So	make	 sure	 to	 say	
hello	and	get	to	know	them.	
Finally,	 I	 am	 proud	 to	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 represent	

The	 American	 Legion	 Bernard	 L.	 Tobin	 Post	 128	 and	 our	
Legion	 Family	 as	 your	 Commander	 for	 the	 upcoming	 Legion	
year.	 If	 you	 have	 any	 questions	 or	 suggestions,	 my	 door	 is	
always	open.	Please	feel	free	to	contact	me	directly	via	cell	at	
(706)	 631-0190	 or	 via	 email	 at:	 commander@aberdeenpost	
128.org.	

	

Thank	you.	
David	Heredia,	Jr.,		Commander	

“For	God	and	Country”	

1st Vice Commander’s Message 
Greetings	 Legionnaires,	 American	 Legion	

Auxiliary	 (ALA),	 Sons	 of	 the	 American	 Legion	
(SAL),	American	Legion	Riders	 (ALR),	and	family	
members.	 	 As	 your	 1st	 Vice	 Commander	 for	
Bernard	 L.	 Tobin	 Post	 128,	 I	 look	 forward	 to	 a	
fall	season	filled	with	pumpkins	and	football,	

working	 with	 everyone	 –	 Legion,	 ALA,	 SAL,	 and	 ALR	 –	 to	
continuously	 improve	 our	 post	 and	 support	 our	 community	
and	the	state	of	Maryland.		
I	want	to	thank	again	all	of	our	members	for	their	hard	work	

and	dedication	for	the	award	winning	2017-2018	membership	
drive.	 We	 have	 kicked	 off	 the	 2018-2019	 drive	 and	 have	
exceeded	 the	 first	goal	with	53.829%.	Your	continued	efforts	
help	 ensure	 we	 continue	 to	 grow	 our	 Legion	 programs	 and	
maintain	them	once	they	are	in	place.		
Recruiting	new	members	 is	easy	and	here	are	a	few	tips	to	

help	 us	 all	 recruit.	 Always	 be	 ready	 with	 a	 2	 –	 3	 minute	
“elevator	 pitch”	 on	 the	 importance	 and	 benefits	 of	 Legion	
membership.	You	can	also	download	the	Legion	app	onto	your	
smart	phone	and	you’ll	be	 ready	 to	 sign	up	members	on	 the	
spot.	 Always	 keep	 a	 few	membership	 applications	 available.	
Also	 have	 a	 supply	 of	 ‘Why	 You	 Should	 Belong’,	 ‘Troop	
Support’	 pamphlets,	 and	 ‘This	 Is	 The	 American	 Legion’	 for	
informational/recruitment	events.		
If	 you	 are	 one	 of	 those	 members	 who	 have	 not	 renewed	

your	Legion	membership,	please	contact	Robert	Hanson,	Post	
Adjutant,	 or	 renew	 your	 membership	 onl ine	 at	
www.members.legion.org.	 	 Remember	 that	 membership	
comes	with	many	 privileges.	 As	 Legion	members,	we	 qualify	
for	 many	 discounts	 with	 auto	 rental,	 financial	 &	 insurance,	
medical,	 post	 discounts,	 retail,	 travel	 &	 lodging,	 and	 with	
moving	&	relocation.	So	please,	if	you	haven’t	already,	renew	
today!	
Our	 post	 is	 one	 of	 the	 pillars	 of	 our	 community.	 Here	 we	

teach	 children	 to	 respect	 the	 U.S.	 flag	 and	 provide	 color	
guards	 and	 escorts	 for	 funerals	 and	 community	 events.	 We	
sponsor	 Little	 League	 baseball,	 Boy	 Scout	 and	 Cub	 Scout	
troops	 and	 connect	 with	 veterans	 and	 their	 families	 by	
providing	 Temporary	 Financial	 Assistance	 (TFA)	 in	 difficult	
times.	We	at	 The	American	 Legion	 are	 committed	 to	 serving	
our	 veterans.	 Our	 camaraderie	 and	 array	 of	 programs	 are	
second	 to	 none;	 however,	 if	 we	 don’t	 continue	 to	 grow	 our	
membership,	the	Legion’s	influence	will	be	greatly	diminished.			
In	 closing,	 we	 can	 only	 be	 successful	 if	 we	 have	 your	

support,	so	please	plan	on	joining	us	to	make	American	Legion	
Bernard	 L.	 Tobin	 Post	 128	 better	 than	 ever.	 If	 you	 have	 any	
questions	 or	 suggestions,	 feel	 free	 to	 contact	 me	 via	 cell	 at	
(443)	992-3502	or	email	at:	

1stvicecommander@aberdeenpost128.org.	
I	am	truly	 looking	forward	to	working	with	all	of	you	in	the	

2018-2019	Legion	Year!	
	

Thank	you.	
Michael	Armijo,	1st	Vice	Commander	

	

Purchase	your	Department	of	Maryland	

Commander	David	J.	Johnson’s	

100th	American	Legion	Anniversary	Commemorative	

Challenge	Coin	for	$10.00	while	they	last!	

	

	

	

	

	
	

																																																			Front																																						Back	

All	Proceeds	will	be	donated	to	this	year’s	

Commander’s	Project,	Junior	Shooting	Sports,	

at	the	Department	Convention	in	July	2019!	
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A Word From the Chaplain 

Sick Call & Post Everlasting	

	

POST	SICK	CALL	

Jerry	Sexton	
	

SAL	SICK	CALL	

None	
	

UNIT	SICK	CALL	

Sibylla	Husfelt	
	

Our	heart	felt	wishes	for	a	speedy	recovery	are	with	you!	
	

												POST	EVERLASTING	

																																										Benito	Rivera,	Sr.	
	

												SQUADRON	EVERLASTING	

														James	L.	Tobin,	Jr.	
	

											UNIT	EVERLASTING	

														Mary	Swords	
	

Life	brings	tears,	smiles,	and	memories.	The	tears	dry,	the	smiles	
fade,	but	the	memories	live	on	forever!	

Thanking	God	
	 Keep	 me	 safe,	 Oh	 God,	 for	 in	 You	 I	 take	
refuge.	I	said	to	the	Lord,	"You	are	my	Lord;	
apart	 from	 you	 I	 have	 no	 good	 thing.”			
Psalm16:	1-2		
Nothing	 taken	 for	 granted,	 everything	

received	with	gratitude,	everything	passed	
on	with	grace.	(G	Chesterton)	
A	True	Story	
When	 	a	mother	in	a	drunken	stupor	lit	up	a	cigarette,	not	

coherent	enough	to	think	of	her	children's	safety,	she	set	fire	
to	 their	 little	 shanty	 home.	 When	 she	 escaped,	 she	
abandoned	 it	 and	 the	 children.	 Fortunately	 all	 the	 children	
made	 it	out	of	 the	house	alive	and	actually	 lived	 in	 the	yard	
near	the	charred	remains	of	their	home	for	several	days	until	
the	 police	 found	 them.	 They	 were	 taken	 to	 a	 Christian	
children's	 home	 to	 live.	 And	 there,	 their	 lives	 were	 turned	
around.	 	Notably,	these	children	now	grown	and	married	are	
marked	 by	 a	 deep	 sense	 of	 gratitude.	 They	 have	 endured	
more	heartbreak	than	most,	and	having	escaped	and	moved	
on	 to	a	better	 life,	 they	are	grateful	 to	God	 for	 seeing	 them	
through.	
Your	life's	tragedies	may	not	be	as	difficult	and	dramatic	as	

what	this	family	faced.	But	if	you	have	a	relationship	with	God	
your	life	has	been	touched	for	the	better.	
Have	you	said	thank	you	today?	
God,	I	have	seen	you	turn	around	even	the	worst	situations.	

Thank	you	for	your	work	in	my	life.	
Amen	
	

Rev.	W.	Lewis	Geigan,	Chaplain	
	

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
					continued	from	page	1	

make	it	possible	for	our	Auxiliary	to	be	able	to		accomplish	our	
goals.	
	 Reminder:	 If	 you	 want	 to	 be	 Blessed	 and	 have	 some	 fun	

come	 out	 and	 join	 us	 at	 Perry	 Point	 Hospital	 on	 the	 1st	
Wednesday	 of	 the	 month	 when	 we	 play	 bingo	 with	 our	
Veterans	who	served	our	Country.	
	Membership	dues	for	2018-2019		are	now	due.	Get	yours	in	

early,	let's	see	if	we	can	make	100	percent	before	December.		
	Remember	Ladies	we're	a	team	and	a	team	works	together.	

I	can't		do	this	alone.	I	need	YOU!!!	
Linda	Geigan,	President	

																																		443	829	4320	
	

The American Legion Family 

	

	

	

	

Welcomes New Members! 
 

Welcome	aboard	to	our	newest	Post	Members:	
Joaquin	Wilson,	Richard	Thomas,	Frederick	Burchfield,	

James	Elliott,	Morris	Chapman,	Earl	Noble,	Kristen	Kyburz,	
and	Albert	Escala	

Transfer:	Timmy	Andrews	
	

Welcome	to	the	Post!	
	

Thank	you	all	for	supporting	Post	128!	

Membership	Milestones!	
American	Legion	“Length	of	Service”	certificates/pins:	
	

75	Years	-	Alfred	Petrogallo	
50	Years	-	Emory	O’Donnell	and	Ralph	Perry	
25	Years	-	Richard	Beckwell,	Keith	Budnick,	Randy	Conlon,	

				Robert	Langbeen,	Patrick	McElroy,	and		
																			Nevin	Schrader	
	

Congratulations	all	and	thank	you	for	supporting	Post	128!	

Dan	Deckman	playing	in	the	Lounge,	September	22,		8-12	pm	
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Dear	 SAL	 Members	 of	 the	 Bernard	 L.	 Tobin	
Post	128.	 	My	name	is	Jay	Tobin	and	I	am	the	
new	SAL	Squadron	Commander	for	Post	128.		I	
have	been	associated	with	 this	Post	 for	many	
years.		My	father,	Joe	Tobin,	was	a	former	Post	
Commander	 and	 Northern	 Central	 District	
Commander.		As	you	might	have	guessed,	I	am	

also	 related	 to	 Bernard	 L.	 Tobin,	 after	 whom	 the	 Post	 was	
named.	 	 He	was	my	 uncle	 and	 gave	 his	 life	 in	 service	 to	 his	
country	 in	 France	 during	 World	 War	 II.	 	 I	 was	 a	 Charter	
Member	of	the	original	SAL	Squadron	for	Post	128.		It	is	a	great	
honor	 for	me	to	 follow	 in	my	 family’s	 footsteps	 in	promoting	
the	goals	of	this	Post.	
When	 ask	 what	 would	 be	 some	 of	 my	 goals	 for	 he	 SAL	

Squadron,	 I	 responded	 almost	 immediately	 with	 stating	 how	
much	that	I	wanted	to	reinstate	the	sport	of	American	Legion	
Baseball	within	Harford	County.	 	 I	was	one	of	the	last	players	
with	the	American	Legion	teams	when	they	declined	in	the	mid	
60’s.	 	It’s	time	for	a	rebirth.	 	Another	goal	that	I	would	like	to	
establish	 for	 younger	 SAL	Members	 (10-16),	 is	 to	 provide	 an	
experience	for	them	that	will	 instill	within	them	the	values	of	
the	 American	 Legion,	 i.	 e.,	 Veterans	 Affairs	 &	 Rehabilitation,	
National	Security,	Americanism,	and	providing	for	the	Children	
and	 Youth	 of	 this	 country.	 	 Our	 youth	 need	 to	 know	 more	
about	 what	 a	 veteran	 is	 and	 how	 much	 they	 mean	 to	 their	
current	freedoms	in	life.	
In	addition	to	the	above,	my	leadership	staff	(Rick	Bruno,	1st	

Vice	Commander,	Mike	Humphreys,	2nd	Vice	Commander,	and	
Glenn	Holcomb,	Advisor)	would	like	to	engage	the	Squadron	in	
more	 community	 service	 and	 helping	 the	 veterans.	 	 One	 of	
these	 endeavors	 will	 involve	 visiting	 the	 veterans	 at	 Perry	
Point	and	other	VA	facilities.		The	veterans	must	be	made	to	be	
aware	that	they	are	not	forgotten	and	that	we	are	thankful	for	
their	 personal	 sacrifices.	 	 We	 will	 also	 be	 looking	 into	 the	
potential	of	establishing	a	Post	128	SAL	Squadron	Scholarship	
for	needy	students	who	will	make	the	best	of	this	educational	
support.	
In	 order	 for	 me	 and	 my	 officers	 to	 achieve	 the	

aforementioned	goals,	we	will	need	your	support.		Being	a	SAL	
Member	 means	 so	 much	 more	 than	 just	 possessing	 a	 SAL	
Membership	 card.	 	 Participation	 in	 the	 organization	 is	 what	
matters	the	most.		In	this	regard,	the	Legion	is	offering	an	Early	
Bird	 savings	 on	 your	 renewal	 dues.	 	 Pay	 your	 dues	 before	
October	15	and	pay	only	$12.00	per	member.	 	Please	get	your	
renewals	 in	 before	 this	 date.	 	 Additionally,	 I	 would	 greatly	
appreciate	 if	you	would	send	me	your	email	address	so	that	 I	
can	 contact	 you	 with	 information	 on	 meetings,	 events,	 and	
other	 important	 things.	 	 Please	 send	 your	 email	 to	 me	 at	
jtobin@stevenson.edu.	 	Simply	include	your	name,	your	email	
address,	and	what	you	would	 like	to	do	to	help	Post	128	as	a	
SAL	Squadron	Member.	
It	 is	 my	 pleasure	 and	 honor	 to	 be	 your	 new	 Squadron	

Commander.		My	leadership	staff	and	I	look	forward	to	serving	
your	needs,	but	in	order	to	do	this,	we	must	know	your	needs.		
Please	let	us	know.		It	is	our	duty	to	our	veterans	and	this	

Sons of the American Legion 	continued	
	

country	as	Americans	to	make	this	country	stronger	and	better.		
This	starts	with	You	and	Me.		Thank	you	all	and	I	look	forward	to	
working	with	you.	

	
Sincerely,	

Jay	Tobin,	SAL	Commander	

Post	 128	 Installation	 of	 Officers	 was	 held	 on	 July	 20,	 2018.		
Pictured	here	(from	Left	to	right)	is	Dr.	John	J.	Tobin	(Post	128	
SAL	 Commander),	 William	 L.	 Sparwasser	 (Past	 National	 SAL	
Commander),	Rev.	W.	Lewis	Geigan	(Post	128	Chaplain),	David	
Heredia	 (Post	 128	 and	 NCD	 Commander),	 David	 Johnson	
(Department	 Commander),	 Sharon	 Holter	 (NCD	 Auxiliary	
Membership	Chairman),	Linda	Geigan	(Unit	128	President)	and	
Connie	Johnson	(Past	President	of	Unit	128).	
	

Auxiliary	 Unit	 128	 -	 Photo	 taken	 at	 the	 Ocean	 City	 American	
Legion/Auxiliary	 Convention	 in	 July	 2018	 at	 the	 Convention		
Center.	 	 From	 left	 to	 right:	 are	 Angie	 Garcia,	 Debbie	 Heredia,	
Jewel	 Hall,	 Linda	 Geigan,	 Kim	Warner,	 Kim	Webb,	 and	 Nancy	
Civitarese.	 	 Not	 present	 for	 the	 picture	 was	 Connie	 Johnson,	
Donna	Baker,	Annie	Sissum,	Jean	Jacobs,	and	Dianne	Fisher.	
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98th	American	Legion	Auxiliary	National	Convention	
	

During	 the	 week	 of	 27	 through	 30	
August	 2018	 I	 joined	 nearly	 1,500	
d e l e g a t e s , 	 a l t e r n a t e s , 	 a n d	
distinguished	 guests	 from	 across	 the	
nation	 to	 attend	 this	 98th	 American	
Legion	 Auxiliary	 (ALA)	 National	
Convention	in	Minneapolis.	The	

annual	event	brings	members	of	The	American	Legion	Family	
together	to	celebrate	successes	from	the	administrative	year,	
elect	national	officers,	and	set	national	priorities	to	guide	the	
Legion	Family	throughout	the	coming	year.		
I	participated	in	a	variety	of	activities	throughout	the	week,	

including	National	 Executive	 Committee	meetings,	 divisional	
caucuses,	sessions	on	how	to	continue	to	advance	the	ALA’s	
mission	 of	 serving	 veterans,	 the	 nomination	 of	 state	 and	
national	officers,	and	recognition	of	the	year’s	achievements.		
I	 enjoyed	 the	 information	 I	 received	 about	 Girls	 State	

because	 I	 am	 serving	 as	 the	 Northern	 Central	 District	 Girls	
State	representative	this	year.	 	David	and	I	also	attended	the	
ALA	States	Dinner	and	The	American	Legion	Parade.		This	was	
a	 very	 exciting,	 busy,	 informative,	 and	 fun	 week	 meeting	
Auxiliary	members	from	all	over	the	country.	

	

	Debbie	Heredia,	Unit	128	Treasurer		
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Department	 of	 Maryland	 Commander	 David	 Johnson	
presents	 Post	 Commander	 David	 Heredia	 with	 the	 Post	
Excellence	 Award	 for	 “Devotion	 to	 Mutual	 Helpfulness”	
singed	by	National	Commander	Denise	H.	Rohan	and	National	
Adjutant	Daniel	S.	Wheeler.	

Department	 Commander	 David	 Johnson	 and	 wife	 Connie	
Johnson	 with	 Post	 Commander	 David	 Heredia	 and	 wife	
Debbie	Heredia,	enjoying	a	late	dinner	before	the	start	of	the	
National	Convention		
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A	Visit	to	Navajo	Post	37	(Home	of	the	Code	Talkers)	

American	Legion,	Holbrook	AZ	
	

We	(Bill	Bohlen	&	my	wife,	Barb	Allera-Bohlen)	had	quite	the	
adventure	 this	 summer	going	west	 in	our	5th	wheel	camping	
trailer	 	 to	 celebrate	my	wife's	 retirement	 from	 30+	 years	 of	
service	for	 	the	State	of	Maryland	with	the	MD	State	Highway	
Administration.	 We	 were	 joined	 by	 our	 old	 neighbors,	 Glen	
and	Kim	Parker,	now	residing	in	Florida.	
	 One	 of	 our	 stops	 was	 at	 the	 Petrified	 Forest	 KOA	 Camp	

Ground,	 located	in	Holbrook,	AZ.	We	chose	this	area	because	
it	 was	 part	 of	 the	 original	 Route	 66	 and	 because	 of	 its	
proximity	to	the	Petrified	Forest	National	Park.	
	 After	 visiting	 the	 old	 Holbrook	 Courthouse	 turned	 into	 a		

museum,	we	asked	the	 	museum	curator	where	we	could	go	
for	a	drink.	 It	was	about	3	pm.	The	places	 she	could	 think	of	
was	an	Italian	Restaurant		and		a		bar	called	the	Empty	Pockets	
Saloon	.		
We	 drove	 by	 the	 Empty	 Pockets	 and	 decided	 it	 was	 too	

rough	of	a	crowd	for	us	and	the	Italian	Restaurant	was	closed	
between	 3-4	 pm.	 	 Barb	 said	 she	 had	 seen	 a	 sign	 for	 an	
American	Legion,	so	off	we	went.		
Our	 neighbors	 had	 never	 been	 into	 an	 American	 Legion	

before.	 	 Barb	 assured	 them	 that	 in	 all	 her	 experiences	 of	
visiting	other	posts	in	Aberdeen	MD,	Lewes	Del.,	and	

Frostburg,	MD,	she	had	always	met	nice	welcoming	folks.	
The	 Navajo	 Post	 37	 looked	 worn	 down	 from	 the	 outside,	

but	when	we	walked	inside,	we	were	welcomed	by	Tanya,	the	
bartender.	 There	 was	 a	 native	 American	 veteran	 who	
proceeded	to	tell	us,	it	was	National	Tequila	Day!	Three	older	
men	 also	 sat	 at	 the	 bar.	 Our	 friend,	 Glen,	 struck	 up	 a	
conversation	 with	 them.	 	 Barb,	 Kim	 and	 myself	 spoke	 to	
Tanya	 about	 the	 Post.	 She	 offered	 to	 take	 us	 on	 a	 tour	
upstairs.		The	Legion	rents	the	upstairs	out	for	outside	uses.	
You	could	tell	it	had	been	in	use	for	quite	a	while	because	it	

has	wooden	 floors.	 	We	 learned	 it	 used	 to	 be	 a	 roller	 rink.		
Tanya	 showed	 us	 several	 murals	 completed	 on	 the	 second	
floor	by	 a	 student	 at	 the	 local	 high	 school.	 	 Tanya	was	 very	
cordial	 and	 gave	 us	 a	 license	 plate	with	 their	 Post	 name.	 	 I	
tried	to	pay	for	it,	but	she	would	not	hear	of	it.	 	We	told	her	
we	would	be	proud	to	display	their	Navajo	Post	37,	Holbrook		
AZ		at	our	Bernard	L.	Tobin	Post	128,	Aberdeen,	MD	
The	folks	there	made	us	feel	proud	to	share	our	experience	

with	our	non-military	friends	travelling	with	us,		as	well	as	our	
friends	back	home	at	our	Bernard	L.	Tobin	Post	128.		
		

Bill	and	Barb	Bohlen	

Glen	&	Kim	Parker	with	Bill	&	Barb	Bohlen	at	Post	37	in	
Holbrook,	AZ	



Post	128	is	Sponsored	by:	

Let’s	support	those	that	support	us!	

1101	Business	Center	Way			Edgewood,	MD		21040					Ph.	888-415-2641	
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The American Legion Family 



 

Lounge Manager.........Nancy Civitarese.…..(410)-272-9822 
Lounge Manager………John Luque………..(410)-272-9822 
Newsletter Editor.…..Sonny Barnhouse...….(410) 459-0485 
Post Email….......................post128@aberdeenpost128.org 
Commander’s Email..commander@aberdeenpost128.org 
1st Vice Email….1stvicecommander@aberdeenpost128.org 
POST 128 WEBSITE…..http://www.aberdeenpost128.org 
FACEBOOK PAGE:…...https://www.facebook.com/Post128 
or search for:    American Legion Bernard L. Tobin Post 128 

UNIT 128 OFFICERS � 2018-2019 
Meetings – 2nd Monday Every Month – 7:00 pm 

President……………………..……………..……Linda Geigan 
1st Vice President.….………………….…..……...Kim Werner 
2nd Vice President.…………………….........…...…Kim Webb 
Secretary......................................................…Connie Martin 
Treasurer……………………….………...….Deborah Heredia 
Historian.……………………..….……......….Danielle Charles 
Chaplain.……………………….……….….…Connie Johnson 
Sgt-at-Arms.…..………………..………......…..Janet Peightal 
Color Bearers….Annie Sissum, Jewel Hall, Connie Johnson 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Jewell Hall    Jean Jacobs    Joyce Steininger 
All Past Presidents 

 

POST 128 OFFICERS � 2018-2019 
Meetings – 3rd Monday Every Month – 7:00 pm 

Commander.………………………...………David Heredia Jr. 
1st Vice Commander…..………………..….…Michael Armijo 
2nd Vice Commander…………...………………....John Luque 
3rd Vice Commander………………….….Sonny Barnhouse 
Adjutant……………………………….…..……Robert Hanson 
Finance Officer……………………..….………Robert Hanson 
Chaplain…...………………………………….…Lewis Geigan 
Judge Advocate….……………….……...…George Anderson 
Historian…..……………………………..……Dennis Laliberte 
Service Officer…...…………………………..…Joseph Frye 
Sgt-at-Arms…..…………………………....……George Martin 
Dept. Exec. Committee..……………….……Michael Armijo 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Chad Prutko            Dennis Laliberte 

All Past Commanders 

ALR 128 OFFICERS � 2018-2019 
Meetings – 4th Monday Every Month – 7:00 pm 

Director.......................................................David Heredia Jr. 
Assistant Director.......................................Richard Beckwell 
Secretary…………......................................Deborah Heredia 
Treasurer……………...................................Susan Beckwell 
Sgt-at-Arms......................................................…Shawn Day 
Road Captain...................................................…Shawn Day 

SAL128 OFFICERS � 2018-2019 
Meetings – 1st Monday Every Month – 7:00 pm 

Commander…………………….……..……………...Jay Tobin 
1st Vice Commander.….……….………....………Rick Bruno 
2nd Vice Commander.………….…..………Mike Humphreys 
3rd Vice Commander……………...............……………Vacant 
Adjutant……………………………………...…Robert Hanson 
Finance Officer……………..…………..……..Robert Hanson 
Chaplain.…………………………...……........…………Vacant 
Historian.…………………………….………..........……Vacant 
Sgt-at-Arms.…..……………………..……………..Shawn Day 
Advisor.……………………………………….Glenn Holcomb 
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If	 you	 would	 like	 to	 receive	 our	 newsletter	 by	 mail,	
please	send	a	letter	to:		

Bernard	L.	Tobin	Post	128	

44	N.	Parke	St.	

Aberdeen,	MD.		21001	
	

or	call	the	Post	at:						410-272-9822	

The American Legion Family 
Come Join Our Family! 

KEY DATES 

	

September	2018	
Sep	3…...…...................…..………………..Labor	Day	
Sep	 3.....…...…..………..………..SAL	Meeting,	 7	 pm	
Sep	7……..…………..Red	Cross	Blood	Drive,	12-4	pm	
Sep	7………..……………..Lion’s	Club	Bingo,	6-10	pm	
Sep	10…........................................Unit	Meeting,	7	pm	
Sep	17.............................................Post	Meeting,	7	pm	
Sep	22...Dan	Deckman	playing	in	the	Lounge,	8-12	pm	
Sep	24.......................................…….ALR	Meeting,	7	pm	

	

October	2018	

Oct	1…............................................SAL	Meeting,	7	pm	
Oct	8…...........................................Unit	Meeting,	7	pm	
Oct	15	……….……………………Post	Meeting,	7	pm	
Oct	18..............................Tricare	Seminar,	11	am-3	pm	
Oct	19.......................................Lioness	Bingo,	7-10	pm	
Oct	22.......................................…….ALR	Meeting,	7	pm	
Oct	27………...……Early	Bird	Dinner/Dance,	6-10	pm	

Note:		Early	Bird	Dance	is	featuring	Days	of	Vinyl	
 

For	a	complete	listing	of	all	our	upcoming	events,	check	our	web	
Calendar	Page	at:	http://aberdeenpost128.org/calendar.html	


